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Goodall/Hess/Kunst
4th grade class
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ONE TEAM, ONE GOAL, STUDENT SUCCESS

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN
     [image: image5.wmf]In all classes, students have the responsibility to:
	Work/Study Habits
	
	Behavior
	
	
	

	1. Organizes time, self, and materials
	6. Completes agenda and has signed daily

	2. Completes tasks in a timely manner
	7. Follows directions

	3.  Complete Reading Log
	 
	8. Shows respect for others and property

	4. Completes homework
	 
	9. Exhibits self-control

	5. Puts name and number on work
	 
	10. Controls talking
	 
	 


    Students are given a warning and asked to move their number to “yellow.” If the infraction continues, they move their number to the specific behavior that are not following. This is referred to as a Citation. These are then tallied at the end of the day and are reflected on their weekly behavior sheet. 

[image: image6.wmf]
REWARDS

As a 4th grade they have the opportunity to earn “Mustang Madness” if they received no more than 2 citations in a week. Our class also has individual rewards in the form of Sickles. These can then be redeemed like money to purchase items from Honeydukes, the class store. 
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES
HOMEWORK

Part of our classroom procedure includes completing all homework assignments.  No homework will result in a citation.  Homework is reviewed and checked for completion, and will be part of the “study skills and work habits” grade on the report card. 
CLASS WORK
All work completed in class needs to be turned into the tray in a timely fashion.  Students will keep a yellow folder with assignments that they have not yet completed, but no graded work may be brought home to complete.  
Assignments not completed by the designated date will result in a citation and will be taken to STUDY HALL to be finished (they will not participate in “Mustang Madness.”
Research makes clear that complexity levels of texts students are presently required to read are significantly below what is required to achieve college and career readiness.

Here is a three part model to measure text complexity which includes:

1. quality of the text
2. sentence and word length
3. matching the text to the reader
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INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOKS
In an effort to teach the students about note-taking and organization, we will be utilizing this fabulous tool for helping children learn and remember important concepts.  Below is an outline of this tool.

The purpose of the Interactive Notebook is to help students learn and remember important concepts.  The Interactive Notebook encourages students to record class information in an organized, logical, uniform fashion.  It also helps them to process this information in ways to help them better understand.  Interactive notebooks invite students to become more engaged in their learning.  Interactive notebooks will be used for class notes as well as for other activities where students will be asked to express their own ideas and process the information presented to the class. As students work with the notebook, it becomes a portfolio of their work. This notebook is different from traditional notebooks due to the fact that it provides activities of a variety of learning styles, mixture of the Multiple Intelligences, and tasks all geared to how our brains work best.
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE NOTEBOOK EVERYDAY
· spiral notebooks 

· A multi subject large notebook may be sufficient for the whole year or you may choose to get a new one mid year. 
· one package of colored pencils and/or crayons

· at least one highlighter

· pencils

· scissors

· glue sticks

Important Information Regarding Interactive Notebook Expectations

· All “testable” information is on the right side of the notebook.  Students use the left side to process information in a way that works best for them.

· Students are expected to keep their notebooks organized and neat.  Notebook assignments will be graded periodically.

· Students will need to bring their notebook every day.  Citations will be given for students who are not prepared for class.  All missed assignments will need to be completed.  Students are responsible for making up missed assignments within one week of absence.
Differences between the two sides of the Notebook
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   RAP – Review and Practice


 VIP – Very Important Page  

   WOW – Words of Wisdom


 

MAKE-UP WORK

All work completed while the student is out will be placed on their desk. Another student is assigned to help explain anything the absent student missed. However it is the absent student’s responsibility to ask for help if they do not understand. It is also their responsibility to complete and return the missing work within 2 days of the absence.  The student is also responsible for updating interactive notebooks with any class notes that were taken while they were out. 
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            LIBRARY USE

                   Students should always have a book to read for pleasure with them at                      

               school.  Students will have several opportunities throughout the week to visit the Learning Commons to check out books.  
25 BOOK STANDARD 
Reading fluency is part of the 4th grade standards.  Students are expected to read 25 books or the equivalent of 25 books this year. We will be tracking this progress in the classroom, and encouraging students to read from a variety of genres, such as non-fiction, biography, mystery, and historical fiction. Each student is expected to complete a graphic organizer after reading each book.  Books up to 100 pages will count as one book.  Those containing 101- 300 will count as two books and books over 300 will count as three books. All students meeting the total of 6 book organizers will participate in a grade level celebration.  All students meeting the total 25 book organizer expectations will be invited to a meal with their teachers at a local restaurant at the end of the year.   
ENGLISH/COMPOSITION WRITING
Students’ English grades will consist of grades taken in both skills and content.  We will utilize the Good Habits Great Readers and the Vocabulary Workshop programs as our tools to master ELA skills. This will make up 50% of your child’s English grade.  The other 50% will come from content - the actual writing that they do.  This will be assessed through rubrics/checklists, and will be looked at for various elements of the 6 + 1 traits of writing throughout the year.  
GRADES

Fourth grade is an important transition year because the students will now receive letter grades that reflect the grading standards used in middle and high school.  The CCSD has launch a new portal for students and parents to securely access grades and attendance information. Generally, grades will be posted every two weeks.
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90-100%   = A


80-89%   = B


74-79%   = C


70-73%   = D


69 & and below = F 
Please review your child’s grades each Monday, as well as the policy about correcting work outlined below.  Keep in mind that some grades will be taken on work contained within the “Interactive Notebooks,” and therefore not sent home in the Monday folder.  

TESTING POLICY 

For students who score 73 or below on a test, it is very important to correct the questions missed.  Students will have the opportunity to improve their grade by receiving half credit for each corrected answer.  The highest final grade which can be received is 74%. 

1. Get your parents to sign the original test paper with the grade.

2. Make all corrections on a separate piece of paper and staple to your original test.

3. Corrections are due 2 days after you receive your graded paper back. That is usually Monday.
4. Turn in to the green basket.
VIP INFORMATION 


Visitors: 

We have an open classroom.  We want the lines of communication to be open at all times, so please feel free to email us anytime to set up a meeting if you have any academic or behavioral concerns.  You may also call the school to leave a phone or voicemail message, but emails are more likely to reach us quicker.  We appreciate your understanding of our efforts to limit distractions and maximize our learning time.   Don’t forget: Everyone must sign in with the front office and be wearing a name/visitor badge before entering the halls.  
Classroom Communication

We will update parents and students with classroom news via our blog linked from the Ford Webpage.  Please try and check it out.  In addition to very important dates and information, you will also find internet links to support our curriculum, and other fun stuff.  Class emails or Remind will also be used to pass on important information.  Please let us know if you do not have access to a computer, and we will print out a paper copy of the blog and emails for you.
PACKING UP
We will stop instruction each day in plenty of time to allow students to update their agendas, gather their materials for homework, and to pack up.  It is the student’s responsibility to write down all reminders and assignments from the board, and not having the correct information will not excuse missing homework.  

 SNACK
Each child will need to bring his/her own HEALTHY snack each day to munch on.  Water is allowed and can stay on the student’s desk all day.    Please do not send in soft drinks or candy for snack time.  Some appropriate choices include fruit, pretzels, crackers, granola or cereal bars, etc.  Keep in mind that the snack should be small, and be able to be consumed while the student is working in a short amount of time. 
Home-School Connection Folder – RED FOLDER
Each Friday or Monday your child will bring home their red plastic Home-School Connection folder.  This folder will serve as a communication tool between the parent/guardian and teacher about your child’s progress: (graded papers and “Citations” from the week).  Newsletters and bulletins from the school and PTSA will also be included in this folder.  The “Citation” must be signed and returned, as well as any corrected work.
Parent Notes

Please send in all parent notes on a separate piece of paper with your student. The best way to communicate is in their agenda. We check these each day. You may write transportation changes in the agenda also.  It is the student’s responsibility to alert the teachers of any notes or changes.  The agenda is used for homework, assignments and reading log.

Agendas, Reading Log & Homework
Reading is a part of daily homework.  It is important that students are engaged in reading for at least 30 minutes each day for a total of 2 hours a week. (this may be independent or shared reading with an adult).  The reading log is to be recorded in the agenda.  Homework is usually assigned Monday-Thursday of each week, and should take no more than 45 minutes to complete. Students may not participate in “Mustang Madness” activities if they are missing homework and/or class assignments.  By signing the agenda each evening, you are acknowledging that you have seen your child’s assignments and have checked over their work.  It is vital that the agenda travels back and forth to school each day.  

Please return this page to school with your child.

4thGrade Handbook – Goodall/Hess/Kuntz
We have read and reviewed this handbook.  If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact us.

Child’s Name: _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature 






Date
The Right Side


The right side of the page is for writing down factual information.











worksheets glued in the notebook


vocabulary words


text book notes


video notes


concept information such as definitions


teacher lecture notes


direct answers to questions from the text book





The Left Side


The left side of the page shows understanding of information.  The students process information from the right side in their own creative way.


Homework


brainstorming


cartoon/doodles


poetry and song lyrics


Venn diagrams


drawings


answering prompts


charts


journal response


ask questions about new ideas








